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Accordingly, " when it thunders the women cut their legs
with knives till the blood flows, and then, catching the drops
in a piece of bamboo, they cast them aloft towards the sky,
to propitiate the angry deities." 1 The Aztecs, also, had
sorcerers, whose special business it was to turn aside the
hailstorms from the maize crops and direct them to waste
lands.2 A Roman way of averting hail was to hold up a
looking-glass to the dark cloud ; seeing itself in the glass,
the cloud, it was believed, would pass by. A tortoise laid
on its back on the field, or the skin of a crocodile, hyena, or
seal carried about the farm, and hung up at the door, was
also esteemed effective for the same purpose.3
The little town of Methana, in Argolis, stood on a penin-
sula jutting out into the Saronic Gulf. It felt the full force
of the south-west wind, which, sweeping over the bay,
wrought havoc among the surrounding vineyards. To pre-
vent its ravages the following plan was adopted. When
dark clouds were seen rising in the south-west, and the
approach of the storm was marked by a black line crawling
across the smooth surface of the bay, two men took a cock
with white wings (every feather of the wings had to be white)
and rent it in two. Then they each took one-half of the bird
and ran with it round the vineyards in opposite directions
till they met at the point from which they started. There
they buried the cock. This ceremony was believed to keep
off the south-west wind.4 The meaning of the ceremony is
perhaps explained by the following East Indian custom.
When the sky is overcast the skipper of a Malay proa takes
the white or yellow feathers of a cock, fastens them to a leaf
of a particular sort, and sets them in.the forecastle, with a
prayer to the spirits that they will cause the black clouds to
pass by. Then the cock is killed. The skipper whitens his
dusky hand with chalk, points thrice with his whitened
finger to the black clouds, and throws the bird into the sea.5
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